first used for scientific publications in 2010 as an alternative to impact factors. Altmetrics can be used for measuring not only the number of citations, but also how many times an article has been viewed, downloaded, shared in social media, mentioned, and discussed. 4, 5 Therefore, even though the altmetric values of our journals and published articles are not as valuable as impact factors, they are still quite significant in this era. From an ethical standpoint, another point which must be addressed is the obligation to respect patient confidentiality in all kinds of social media and avoid sharing unsupported and unnecessary information. We expect everyone to exercise due caution in this matter. Besides having their official websites, our national surgical associations and journals should also create official Twitter, Facebook (Facebook Inc., California, USA) accounts and establish a YouTube channel (YouTube LLC, California, USA) and actively use these accounts to share information. This is a must for the rapid dissemination of published articles and announcements related to events, congresses and symposium, as well as for ensuring continual interaction among surgeons and interns. It may be possible to conduct journal club sessions, article hours, and online scientific discussions using common hashtags in Twitter by registering in symplur.com. These hashtags should also be used in congresses and symposiums to raise participant awareness
